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Section 1 
INTRODUCTION TO THE RECREATION PLAN 

5-YEAR RECREATION PLAN 

Every 5 years, communities throughout Michigan update their recreation plans to 

ensure qualification for annual Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) 

funding opportunities.  

The 5-year recreation plan must adhere to a format defined by the MDNR and outline 

priority goals, objectives, and projects with the potential to be completed within the 5 -

year window and beyond.  

This document synthesizes data on natural resources, community demographics, 

existing recreation assets, operational management, citizen input, and community 

partnerships to generate an all-inclusive map for recreation in the community. It 

describes community values, highlights common goals and objectives, and outlines 

strategies to achieve these goals.  

Looking beyond the 5-year window, this document will serve as a road map for future 

endeavors improving parks for decades to come. The 2027-2032 Recreation Plan will 

assist Township officials in determining priority projects.  
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THE PLANNING PROCESS
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Section 2 
COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 
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NAHMA TOWNSHIP OVERVIEW 

Nahma Township is a civil township 
located in the eastern portion of Delta 
County in Michigan's Upper 
Peninsula. Covering approximately 
173 square miles of land area (188.9 
square miles total including water 
bodies), the township features diverse 
topography and abundant natural 
resources that define its character and 
recreational opportunities. 

According to the 2023 American 
Community Survey (ACS), Nahma 
Township has a population of 
approximately 650 residents. The 
township includes three distinct 
communities: Nahma, the largest 
population center located at the intersection of County Roads 495, 497, and 499; St. 
Jacques, situated near US-2 at the intersection of County Road 499; and Isabella, 
located on US-2 east of St. Jacques near the eastern township boundary.  

The township is strategically positioned with excellent access to both natural 
resources and transportation networks. Highway US-2 crosses the entire township in 
an east-west direction near its southern end, while 20 miles of Federal Forest 
Highway 13 extends northward from US-2 into adjoining Alger County. This location 
provides connections to larger regional centers: Escanaba lies approximately 30 miles 
to the west, and Manistique is about 30 miles to the east. 

Nahma Township's defining characteristic is its exceptional natural environment. 
Approximately 68 percent of the township's 109,938 acres of land area is federally 
owned as part of the Hiawatha National Forest or held in commercial forest reserve. 
This creates a unique setting where vast public lands provide extensive recreational 
opportunities right at residents' doorsteps. 

The township boasts remarkable water resources, including approximately 14 miles 
of Big Bay de Noc shoreline along Lake Michigan, 30 named inland lakes totaling 
2,177 acres, 35 unnamed lakes totaling 114.4 acres, and an estimated 152 miles of 
rivers, streams and creeks. The Sturgeon River, whose lower portion is designated as 
wild and scenic, serves as the township's largest waterway and holds special cultural 
significance as the source of the area's Ojibwa name "Na'me" (meaning sturgeon).  

This diverse natural environment, combined with its network of waterways and 
extensive forest lands, provides valuable recreational opportunities for residents and 
visitors while contributing to the township's distinctive rural character and appeal as 
a destination for outdoor recreation and tourism. 
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NAHMA TOWNSHIP HISTORY 

The area now known as Nahma Township has a rich cultural heritage that spans 

centuries, beginning with its original inhabitants and evolving through distinct 

periods of development that have shaped today's community. 

Indigenous Heritage 

Long before European settlement, the area was 

inhabited by Native American peoples, 

primarily the Anishinaabe (Ojibwa for "original 

people"), also known as Ojibwa or Chippewa. 

These indigenous peoples hunted, fished, and 

carried out their cultural activities throughout 

the region, establishing a deep connection to 

the land and waterways that continues to 

influence the area's identity today. 

The township's name reflects this heritage. Because of sturgeon in the river that runs 

through Nahma Township and outlets into Big Bay de Noc, the Ojibwa people gave 

the area the name "Na'me" (meaning sturgeon). While the Ojibwa pronunciation 

would be "Na'may," the English pronunciation became "Na'mah," evolving into 

today's "Nahma." 

Early European Settlement and Logging Era 

European settlement began around 1848 when George Richards and S.H. Kerfoot 
built the first documented sawmill on the Sturgeon River. The township's 

development became closely tied to the lumber industry that would dominate the 

region for decades. 

The community gained its first post office in 1856, and in 1861, Nahma Township 

became the first township created when Delta County was formally organized. The first 
Delta County Board of Supervisors meeting was held at Delta Mills in Nahma Township 

on May 28, 1862, highlighting the area's early importance. 
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The Bay de Nocquet Company Era 

The most transformative period began in 1881 with the 

founding of the Bay de Nocquet Company, which grew 

to own 200,000 acres extending from Nahma to within 

seven miles of Lake Superior. Beginning operations in 

1882, the company employed 1,200 workers at its peak 

and operated thirteen logging camps throughout their 

vast holdings, connected by 75 miles of railroad track. 

The Bay de Nocquet Company created more than an 

industrial operation—they built a complete 

community. The company town featured extensive 

recreational infrastructure including a 97 ft. x 143 ft. 

clubhouse with basketball courts, bowling alleys, social areas, and various amenities. 

The community included a golf course, public beach, tennis courts, baseball fields, 

concrete sidewalks, and abundant recreational opportunities. 

Fire destroyed the original mill in 1899, but a new mill was quickly constructed. 

Another devastating fire in 1923 destroyed much of the town infrastructure, but 

operations continued with a new mill built that same year. The mill finally closed on 

July 26, 1951, due to depleted timber resources, ending seven decades of lumber 

industry dominance. 

Religious and Cultural Development 

Throughout the logging era, Nahma developed 

a rich religious life reflecting its diverse 

population. St. Lawrence Catholic Church 

(1882) served the Anishinaabe community 

with lumber donated by the Bay de Nocquet 

Company. St. Andrew's Catholic Church was 

built in 1907 for the main community, while St. 

Paul's Protestant Union Church (1904), known 

as the "Little Brown Church," served Protestant 

residents and later became the Nahma 

Township Historical Society Museum. 

In Isabella, the Swedish Evangelical Bethania 

Congregation established Bethany Lutheran Church 

(completed 1912), where Swedish was the primary 

language for the first twenty years, reflecting the area's 

immigrant heritage. 
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Transition and Modern Era 

After the mill closure in 1951, the 

entire town was offered for sale at 

$250,000, capturing national 

attention when featured in Life 

Magazine. American Playground 

Device Company purchased the 

town, manufacturing playground 

equipment until 1971. After several 

ownership changes and development 

attempts, including Randy Coats' 

vision for a resort community in the 

1980s, the property was eventually 
divided among multiple private 

owners. 

Key developments included the Groleau Family's 1994 

purchase forming Nahma, Inc., the 1996 sale of the golf course 

(still operating today), and the 1997 creation of the No-Nahma 
Resort campground and rental cottage facility currently 

operating as Nahma Lakeside Landing Camping & Lodging. 

Preservation of Heritage 

Today, the Nahma Township Historical 

Society, housed in the former "Little Brown 

Church," maintains extensive collections 

preserving the area's rich history. The 

Nahma Township Historical Society is in the 

process of relocating to another building. 

The preservation of remaining historic 

buildings and structures is considered 

essential to the recreational experience, with 
wide boulevards and maintained green 

spaces creating an ambiance that attracts 

thousands of visitors annually. 

The annual Labor Day celebration, drawing upwards of 2,500 people, continues the 

tradition of community gatherings that characterized the Bay de Nocquet Company 
era. This rich heritage—from Anishinabeg origins through the lumber boom to 

modern recreational destination—provides the foundation for the township's current 

identity and informs its vision for future development that honors the past while 

serving contemporary needs.   
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COMMUNITY DATA 

Population growth is an important factor in influencing land use decisions of a 

community. If the population is growing, there is often a greater need for public 

services, parks, and facilities. A decreasing population can affect the need to and 
ability of local governments to provide and maintain recreation facilities and 

programs.  

Nahma Township's population has fluctuated moderately over the past seven decades, 

as indicated below. 

The township's population was 

499 in 1970, grew to a peak of 

517 residents in 1980, then 

declined to 491 in 1990. The 

2000s saw a slight increase to 
506 residents, followed by 

declines to 466 in 2010 and 468 

in 2020.  

The most recent American Community Survey (ACS) estimate indicates a population 

increase to 650 residents in 2023. 

This recent upward trend is notable as it breaks from the pattern of gradual decline 

seen in the previous two decades and suggests potential stabilization or modest 

growth in the township's population. Unlike many rural communities in the Upper 

Peninsula that continue to see significant population losses, Nahma Township 
appears to be maintaining its population base according to the latest estimates.  

Nahma Township 

Population Change 

2000-2023 

Delta County 

Population Change 

2000-2023 

Michigan 

Population Change 

2000-2023 

-8% -4% +1% 

Regional context is important when considering recreation planning. While Michigan 

as a whole has experienced modest growth (+1%) since 2000, both Delta County ( -

4%) and Nahma Township (-8%) have experienced population decline. This suggests 

similar challenges and opportunities throughout the region, where maintaining and 

enhancing quality of life amenities like recreation facilities becomes increasingly 

important for retaining residents and attracting new families.  

The population changes within Delta County have not been uniform across all 

municipalities, with some communities like Gladstone showing growth (+4%) while 

others like Maple Ridge Township experienced a more significant decline (-15%). 

Nahma Township's -8% change places it in the middle range of county municipalities, 
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suggesting that targeted recreation investments could help position the township 

competitively within the region. 

Table 1.1 Population Change in Delta County, 2000-2020, U.S. Census Bureau 

Municipalities in Delta 

County  

2000 

Population 

2020 

Population 

Percent Change 

from 2000 to 2020 

Baldwin Township 748 700 -6% 

Bark River Township 1,650 1,595 -3% 

Bay De Noc Township 331 300 -9% 

Brampton Township 1,062 1,023 -4% 

City of Escanaba 13,119 12,450 -5% 

City of Gladstone 5,065 5,257 4% 

Cornell Township 559 565 1% 

Ensign Township 783 746 -5% 

Escanaba Township 3,511 3,496 0% 

Fairbanks Township 327 297 -9% 

Ford River Township 2,225 2,019 -9% 

Garden Township 820 772 -6% 

Maple Ridge Township 815 694 -15% 

Masonville Township 1,867 1,645 -12% 

Nahma Township 506 468 -8% 

Wells Township 5,155 4,876 -5% 

Delta County 38,520 36,903 -4% 
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AGE DISTRIBUTION 

The demographic composition of Nahma Township has shifted significantly between 

2000 and 2023, with important implications for recreation planning. The data reveals 

a pronounced aging trend in Nahma Township's population over the past two decades.  

The figure below presents the population by age group for these two periods.   

 

The data reveals a pronounced aging trend in Nahma Township's population over the 

past two decades. In 2000, 31% of the township's population was 60 years or older; 

by 2023, this age group had increased to 45% of the population. Particularly notable 

is the growth in the 65-74 age group, which increased from 109 residents (22% of the 

population) in 2000 to 165 residents (25% of the population) in 2023. 

Conversely, the proportion of school-age children (5-14 years old) decreased 

significantly, from 7% of the population in 2000 to just 2% of the population in 2023. 

The working-age population (25-54) also experienced a modest decline, from 30% of 

the population in 2000 to 28% of the population in 2023, though this group saw some 

growth in absolute numbers due to the overall population increase. 

This demographic shift toward an older population has important implications for 

recreation planning. The growing senior population requires facilities that 

accommodate mobility limitations, provide comfortable seating and shade, and offer 

activities that promote social interaction and physical wellness.  

At the same time, the community must consider features that will attract and retain 

young families, including modern playground equipment, youth sports facilities, and 

family-oriented programming. 
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According to the American Community 

Survey (ACS) 2023 data, there are 

currently 293 households in Nahma 

Township, with an average household 

size of 2.22. Of those 293 households, 
approximately 12% have one or more 

members under the age of 18, which is 

less than half of the statewide rate of 

26.3% of households with children. This 

low percentage of households with 

children reinforces the importance of 

creating recreation facilities that can 

serve multiple generations while also 

working to attract young families to the 

community. 

DISABILITY 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

Approximately 18% of residents in Nahma Township report living with some type of 

disability. Understanding the specific types of disabilities present in the community 

is essential for creating inclusive recreation opportunities.  

The data reveals that 

hearing difficulties and 
ambulatory difficulties 

are the most common 

disability types among 

Nahma Township 

residents, affecting 10% 

and 7% individuals, 

respectively.  

These statistics have 

direct implications for 

recreation planning, as accessible design features are essential for residents with 

mobility and sensory challenges. 

Recreation facilities that incorporate universal design principles not only comply with 

ADA requirements but also create more welcoming and inclusive environments for all 

users. Strategic investments in accessible trails, clear signage, and barrier -free 

facilities will ensure that recreation opportunities are available to all Nahma 

Township residents regardless of ability. 
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ECONOMIC PROFILE 

Nahma Township has a diverse economic foundation that reflects both its rural 

character and its connection to regional industries. 

Nahma Township 

Median Income 

Delta County 

Median Income 

Michigan  

Median Income 

$51,875 $55,688 $66,986 

The township's median household income of $51,875 is approximately $4,000 lower 
than the Delta County average of $55,688, and about $15,000 below the state median 
of $66,986. 

While the township's median income is below state and county averages, this income 
profile represents both strengths and opportunities for recreation planning. The 
relatively stable local income levels suggest potential for community support of 
recreation facilities through local funding initiatives, volunteer participation, and 
program fees. Strategic investments in recreation infrastructure could help 
strengthen the township's economic position by enhancing quality of life, supporting 
property values, and potentially attracting new residents and businesses. 

Nahma Township 

maintains a workforce of 

approximately 309 

civilian employees (age 16 

and over), distributed 

across various sectors and 

employment types. The 

township's employment 

profile reflects a diverse 

economic base with 

significant representation 

in sales, office, and service 
occupations. 

This diverse employment 

base represents a 

significant asset for recreation planning, as it provides a community with varied skills, 
schedules, and interests that can contribute to recreation facility development, 

maintenance, and programming through both professional expertise and volunteer 

participation. 
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TOURISM & RECREATION ECONOMY  

Delta County has emerged as a leading tourism destination in Michigan's Upper 

Peninsula, experiencing significant visitor growth. Tourism spending reached $11 9.6 

million in 2023 1 , establishing the county as a major contributor to the region's 
recreation economy. 

While tourism 

spending in Delta 

County experienced a 

sharp decline during 
2020 due to the 

pandemic, it has 

shown strong 

recovery with an 

11.8% increase from 

2022 to 2023 - one of 

the highest growth 

rates in the Upper 

Peninsula region.  

This recovery demonstrates the resilience of the county's tourism sector and its 

continued importance to the local economy. 

With $119.6 million in visitor spending in 2023, Delta County accounts for 7.4% of 

all tourism expenditures in the Upper Peninsula and 0.4% of Michigan's total tourism 

economy. This positions the county as the fifth-largest tourism destination in the 

Upper Peninsula, behind only Mackinac, Marquette, Chippewa, and Menominee 

counties. 

For Nahma Township, this growth in regional tourism presents substantial 

opportunities. The township's exceptional natural amenities—including 14 miles of 

Big Bay de Noc shoreline, over 75,000 acres of Hiawatha National Forest lands, 30 

named inland lakes, and the Wild and Scenic Sturgeon River—align perfectly with the 

outdoor recreation activities that drive Upper Peninsula tourism. Combined with the 

township's rich logging heritage and established recreational infrastructure, these 

assets provide a strong foundation for capturing a larger share of regional tourism 

revenue while enhancing the quality of life for residents. 

The combination of a diverse local economy and growing regional tourism provides 

Nahma Township with multiple pathways for economic development through 

recreation planning.  

 

1 Pure Michigan 2023 Tourism Economic Impact, County Data: 
https://www.michigan.org/industry/researchandreports  
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Section 3 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

 

Nahma Township possesses a rich and diverse natural environment that provides the 

foundation for recreational opportunities and contributes significantly to the 

community's quality of life. This section examines the key natural features that inform 
recreation planning, including land cover, wildlife habitats, geology, soils, topography, 

and hydrology. Understanding these natural systems is essential for developing 

recreation facilities that work in harmony with the environment while providing 

sustainable opportunities for outdoor recreation. 

LAND COVER & WILDLIFE 

Nahma Township's landscape features a diverse mosaic of natural and managed 

ecosystems that create exceptional habitat diversity and recreational opportunities. 

The land cover analysis reveals a township dominated by forest ecosystems, with 

significant wetland areas and limited agricultural development, reflecting the broader 

ecological characteristics of Michigan's Upper Peninsula. 
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Land Cover Distribution 

A detailed analysis of Nahma Township's land cover reveals the spatial distribution 

of these ecosystem types throughout the township. 

As illustrated in these maps, the township's landscape is predominantly characterized 

by a mosaic of forest types. The broader county context shows more intensive 

development (red areas) concentrated around Escanaba and Gladstone to the west, 

while Nahma Township maintains its predominantly forested character with minimal 

development pressure. Agricultural lands are more extensive in the southern portions 
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of Delta County, with Nahma Township representing a transition zone between the 

more developed southern areas and the heavily forested northern regions. 

In Nahma Township, the most prevalent land 

cover types include Mixed Forest, which 

dominates the central and northern portions 

of the township, followed by extensive Woody 

Wetlands that form corridors along 

waterways and around lake margins.  

Forest Ecosystems: Deciduous, evergreen, 

and mixed forests (darker green areas) cover 

much of the township's land area, with the 

highest concentration in the northern and 

western portions. These forested areas 

provide crucial habitat corridors for wildlife 
movement and support diverse recreational 

activities. 

Wetland Ecosystems: Woody wetlands 

(light green areas) and emergent herbaceous 
wetlands (bright green areas) form 

significant ecological zones, particularly 

along riparian corridors and in lowland 

areas. These wetlands play critical roles in 

water quality maintenance and flood 

mitigation. 

Agricultural Lands: Cultivated crops and 

hay/pasture lands (light yellow areas) are 

concentrated primarily in the central and 

southern portions of the township, creating a 

patchwork pattern that contributes to 

landscape diversity and wildlife habitat. 

Developed Areas: The maps show limited 

developed areas (red tones) concentrated 

primarily in the Nahma area in the 

southeastern portion of the township. These 

developed zones are surrounded by a mix of 

forest and agricultural lands, creating a 

gradual transition between built and natural 

environments. 

Understanding this land cover distribution is essential for balanced recreation 

planning that preserves ecological function while enhancing recreational access and 

experiences. 
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Wetland Ecosystems 

Wetlands constitute a significant portion of Nahma Township's natural environment 

and deserve special attention in recreation planning due to their ecological 

importance and recreational value. These diverse ecosystems—including marshes, 

swamps, and peatlands—perform critical environmental functions that benefit both 

wildlife and the human community. 

As illustrated to the right, 

wetlands function as natural 

infrastructure that provides 

multiple ecosystem services. 

They act as natural sponges, 

absorbing excess water during 

heavy rainfall or snowmelt and 

slowly releasing it during drier 

periods, which helps prevent 

flooding and maintains stable 

water levels in connected 

streams and rivers. This water 
regulation function is 

particularly important in Nahma 

Township's watershed, where 

seasonal precipitation 

fluctuations can impact 

recreational water bodies. 

Wetlands also serve as natural water filtration systems. As water moves through 

wetland vegetation and soils, contaminants and sediments are captured and broken 

down by beneficial bacteria, resulting in cleaner water flowing into streams, lakes, 

and groundwater. This natural purification process supports healthy aquatic habitats 

for fish and other wildlife while maintaining water quality for recreational activities 

like fishing, swimming, and paddling. 

From a recreation perspective, wetlands provide unique opportunities for wildlife 

viewing, photography, education, and low-impact activities such as birdwatching, 

kayaking, and nature study. The rich biodiversity of these areas—from migratory 

waterfowl to specialized plant communities—offers recreational experiences that 

connect visitors to the township's natural heritage. 

Recreation planning must balance access to these valuable ecosystems with 

appropriate protection measures. Boardwalks, observation platforms, and 

interpretive signage can provide meaningful engagement with wetland environments 

while minimizing disturbance to sensitive habitats. Conservation of these areas 

should be prioritized not only for their ecological value but also for their contribution 

to the township's distinctive recreational offerings and overall environmental health.  
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Threatened & Endangered Species 

Nahma Township's natural areas provide habitat for several threatened and 

endangered species that require special consideration in recreation planning. 

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, species that may be present in the 

township include: 

Mammals: 

• Canadian Lynx (threatened) 

• Gray Wolf (endangered) 

• Northern Long-eared Bat (endangered) 

• Tricolored Bat (proposed endangered) 

Birds: 

• Piping Plover (endangered) 

• Rufa Red Knot (threatened) 

Insects:  

• Monarch Butterfly (proposed threatened) 

Plants: 

• Dwarf Lake Iris (threatened) 

• Pitcher's Thistle (threatened) 

• American Hart's-tongue Fern (threatened) 

The presence of these species indicates the high ecological value of the township's 
natural areas and presents opportunities to integrate conservation education into 
recreation programming. 

The Canadian Lynx and Gray Wolf represent apex predators that require large 

territories and minimal human disturbance, making careful recreation planning 

essential. The Northern Long-eared Bat and Tricolored Bat face population declines 

due to white-nose syndrome, requiring protection of mature forest stands and 

roosting habitat. The Piping Plover and Rufa Red Knot utilize shoreline and wetland 

habitats, necessitating careful management of Lake Michigan shoreline recreation 

activities during breeding and migration periods. 

Monarch Butterflies depend on milkweed habitat, presenting opportunities to 

incorporate native plantings and pollinator gardens in recreation areas. The three 

threatened plant species represent specialized Great Lakes flora that require habitat 

protection and can provide botanical education opportunities. 

Recreation planning that incorporates habitat conservation measures for these 

species fulfills environmental stewardship responsibilities while enriching the 

recreational experience through wildlife education, observation, and citizen science 

opportunities. 



 

41 

GEOLOGY & 

SOILS 

Geology and soils provide 

the foundation for all forms 

of life and its related 

activities. The geological 

foundation of Nahma 

Township was shaped 

primarily by glacial 

processes during the last ice 

age, which ended 

approximately 10,000 years 

ago. Glacial deposits, 
including till, outwash, and 

lacustrine sediments, form 

the parent materials for the 

township's soils and 

influence drainage patterns, 

topography, and vegetation. 

Generating an 

understanding of these 

baseline layers is critical to 

developing a well-rounded 

and feasible vision for 

future development and 

preservation measures.  

The soil composition throughout Nahma Township varies considerably, with each soil 

type presenting different opportunities and constraints for recreation development:   

Alfisols are characterized by clay-enriched subsoil and moderate fertility. These 

forest soils generally offer good support for recreation facilities but may require 

drainage improvements in some areas. 

Entisols appear primarily along waterways and represent young, undeveloped soils. 

These soils often present challenges for development due to frequent flooding or poor 

structural properties. 

Histosols are organic soils found in wetland areas, particularly in the township's 
lowlands. While these soils are poorly suited for facility development, they support 

unique ecosystems that offer opportunities for nature study and wildlife observation.  
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Inceptisols are moderately developed 

soils formed from glacial till. Their 

properties vary considerably but 

generally provide moderate support for 

recreation facilities. 

Mollisols are highly fertile soils 

typically found in areas that were 

historically prairie or savanna. These 

soils are excellent for athletic fields and 
landscaped recreation areas. 

Spodosols are acidic forest soils 

common in coniferous areas. While less 

fertile, these soils support distinctive 

plant communities that contribute to the 
township's ecological diversity. 

According to the soil survey mapping, 

Spodosols dominate the township's 

landscape, comprising the majority of 
soils throughout the central and northern 

areas. These acidic forest soils are most 

prevalent in the coniferous and mixed 

forest areas that characterize much of the 

township. 

Histosols appear in distinctive patches 

concentrated in the township's numerous 

wetland areas and poorly drained 

depressions, particularly visible around 

lake margins and in low-lying areas 

between ridges.  

Inceptisols occur in smaller, scattered 

areas throughout the township, often in 

transitional zones between other soil 

types.  

This soil distribution pattern directly 

influences recreation planning decisions, 

with the dominance of Spodosols 

requiring careful consideration of 

drainage and load-bearing capacity for 

facility development. 
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HYDROLOGY & 

TOPOGRAPHY   

Hydrography 

Nahma Township's extensive water resources 

form the cornerstone of its recreational 

identity and ecological health. The township 

features approximately 14 miles of Lake 

Michigan shoreline along Big Bay de Noc, 30 
named inland lakes totaling 2,177 acres, 35 

unnamed lakes totaling 114.4 acres, and an 

estimated 152 miles of rivers, streams, and 

creeks. 

Big Bay de Noc defines the township's 

southern boundary, providing over 107,000 

acres of protected waters that warm more 

quickly than open Lake Michigan, creating 

favorable conditions for boating, fishing, 

swimming, and other water-based recreation. 

The diverse shoreline features sandy beaches, 

rocky areas, and wetland margins that 

support both wildlife and recreation. 

Inland lakes throughout the township 

reflect the area's glacial origins, with Moss 

Lake being the largest at 1,090 acres. These 

lakes, primarily located within the Hiawatha 

National Forest, offer pristine settings for 

fishing, wildlife habitat, and non-motorized 

watercraft recreation. 

The Sturgeon River serves as the 

township's primary waterway and holds 

cultural significance as the source of the 

area's Ojibwa name "Na'me" (meaning 

sturgeon). The lower portion carries federal 

Wild and Scenic River designation and 

supports canoeing, kayaking, fishing, and 
wildlife observation.  

Numerous smaller streams throughout the township contain native trout populations 

and connect inland lakes to larger water bodies, creating a complex network that 
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supports both aquatic ecosystems and the township's reputation as a premier fishing 

destination. 

Topography 

Nahma Township's 
topography reflects the 

complex glacial history 

of Michigan's Upper 

Peninsula, creating a 

diverse landscape that 

ranges from Lake 

Michigan shoreline to 

upland forests. 

Elevation throughout 

the township varies 

from approximately 

580 feet above sea level 

along the Big Bay de 

Noc shoreline to over 
1,000 feet in the 

northern interior areas. 

The township's terrain 

can be characterized by 
three distinct 

topographic zones. The 

southern shoreline area 

features relatively 

gentle slopes and lower 

elevations (under 650 

feet), creating 

accessible waterfront areas ideal for recreation development and water access. The 

central portion of the township shows moderate elevation changes (650-850 feet) with 

rolling hills and ridges that provide scenic vistas and diverse habitat types. The 

northern areas reach the township's highest elevations (850-1,000+ feet), featuring 

more pronounced topographic relief with steeper slopes and deeper valleys.  

This varied topography was shaped primarily by glacial processes, creating distinctive 

landscape features including pothole lakes formed in glacial depressions, elongated 

ridges following former ice movement patterns, and outwash plains where glacial 

meltwater deposited sediments. The resulting terrain creates natural drainage 

patterns that feed the township's extensive network of streams and wetlands while 

providing diverse recreational opportunities from lakefront activities to upland 
hiking and wildlife observation. 
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The township's topographic diversity contributes significantly to its recreational 

appeal, offering everything from easily accessible shoreline areas to challenging 

upland terrain, while the elevation changes create scenic overlooks and diverse 

ecosystems that enhance both wildlife habitat and visitor experiences. 

Section 4 
ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

 

Planning for and providing park and recreation services and open space for a 

community requires staff (or volunteers) and funds to purchase recreation land and 

open spaces and to develop, operate, and maintain them. This section describes how 
the park and recreation functions are carried out in Nahma Township. 

TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

Nahma Township does not currently have a separate recreation commission or 

advisory board. All recreation planning, decision-making, and oversight functions are 

performed directly by the five-member Nahma Township Board. 

The Township Board, as the governing body, is responsible for: 

• Developing and updating the five-year recreation plan 

• Identifying community recreation needs and priorities through public input 
processes 

• Coordinating with federal, state, and local agencies on recreation projects 

• Directing volunteer efforts for recreation facility maintenance and 
improvements 

• Making decisions on recreation-related budget allocations and grant 

applications 

• Overseeing implementation of recreation plan objectives 
 

Nahma Township operates under a traditional township government structure as 

defined by Michigan state law. The Township Board serves as the primary governing 

body for all municipal functions, including parks and recreation. 

The Nahma Township Board has the legal authority to: 

• Commit funds for parks and recreation projects 

• Accept grants and donations on behalf of the Township 

• Purchase land for recreation purposes 

• Enter into contracts for recreation facility development and maintenance 

• Approve recreation programming and special events 
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All major recreation expenditures, land acquisition decisions, and grant applications 

require formal approval by the Township Board through resolution. 

BUDGET INFORMATION 

Annual and Projected Budgets for Operations, Maintenance, 

Capital Improvements, and Recreation Programming 

Current Year Recreation Budget:  The Township allocates funds for recreation 

activities from the general fund. Specific budget allocations are determined annually 

during the budget process based on identified needs, available resources, and 

community priorities. 

Capital Improvements: The Township's approach to capital improvements relies 

heavily on grant funding and volunteer coordination due to limited local revenue 

sources. Priority is given to projects that can leverage volunteer labor and community 

partnerships to maximize the impact of available funds. 

CURRENT FUNDING SOURCES 

Local Revenue Sources: 

• General Fund: Township property tax revenue and marijuana tax revenue are 

allocated for recreation activities. 

• Labor Day Committee: Community fundraising through events and 
activities that support recreational and historic improvements. 

• Private Donations: Contributions from local churches, businesses, and 
individual residents for specific projects. 

• Volunteer In-Kind Contributions: Significant volunteer labor for 

maintenance, events, and improvements. 

Grant History: The Township received Trust Fund grant funding in 1992 (Grant 

#TF92-004) totaling $18,000 to acquire approximately 1 acre of land adjacent to the 

Township Hall to develop as a community park. This land currently serves as the 

community park with facilities including playground equipment, picnic pavilion, 

basketball court, and other recreational amenities. 

In 2017, Nahma Township was awarded a Recreation Passport Grant (Grant RP17-

0015) in the amount of $52,500 for development of a trailhead adjacent to the 

Township Hall. The project included a vault toilet and parking area and was 

successfully completed in 2019. 
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FACILITY MAINTENANCE 

ROLE OF VOLUNTEERS AND ORGANIZATIONS 

The Township has a strong tradition of community volunteerism that significantly 

extends the capacity of limited municipal resources. Key volunteer partnerships 

include: 

Labor Day Committee: Organizes the annual Labor Day celebration and fundraises 
for recreational improvements, contributing funds annually. 

Nahma Township Historical Society: Maintains the museum and assists with 

preservation of historic recreational sites and structures. The Nahma Township 

Historical Society is currently in the process of relocating to another building.  

Bay de Noc "Cabin Fever Cruisers" Snowmobile Club:  Maintains and grooms 

snowmobile trails throughout the township as part of the regional trail system. 

St. Andrew's Catholic Church: Provides financial support and volunteer labor for 

various community improvement projects. 

Individual Volunteers: Community members regularly volunteer for: 

• Trail maintenance and cleanup 

• Park landscaping and facility improvements 

• Event setup and coordination 

• Equipment, maintenance and minor repairs 

MAINTENANCE APPROACH 

Due to limited staff resources, the Township relies on a combination of:  

• Volunteer labor for routine maintenance tasks 

• Contracted services for specialized work (major repairs, equipment servicing) 

• Community partnerships for ongoing facility care 

• Seasonal maintenance schedules coordinated through the Recreation 
Committee 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 

Relationships with School Districts and Other Public Agencies 

Bay de Noc Schools: The Township maintains informal coordination with the local 

school district for recreational programming and facility use, though no formal joint -

use agreements currently exist. 
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Delta County: Coordination on regional recreation planning and potential joint 

grant applications for county-wide trail systems. 

Hiawatha National Forest: Critical partnership for recreation development since 

approximately 68% of township land is federally owned. The Township works with 

the U.S. Forest Service on: 

• Trail development and maintenance 

• Signage and wayfinding systems 

• Environmental compliance for recreation projects 

• Joint programming for outdoor education and interpretation 
 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources: Partnership for boat launch 

maintenance and waterways access improvements. 

Delta County Road Commission:  Coordination on trail crossings, signage, and 

access improvements near county roads. 

PRIVATE ORGANIZATION PARTNERSHIPS 

The Township works with various private and non-profit organizations to enhance 

recreation opportunities while leveraging limited public resources: 

• Nahma Inn: Collaboration on waterfront access and visitor services 

• Nahma Lakeside Landing Camping & Lodging: Coordination on 

recreational facilities and visitor accommodations 

• Nahma Golf Club: Partnership for recreational programming and tourism 

promotion 

• Local Churches: Financial and volunteer support for community 

improvement projects 

  



 

49 

Section 5 
RECREATION INVENTORY 

 

NAHMA TOWNSHIP RECREATION  

Nahma Township Hall and Community Center is the only park owned and operated 

by the Township. 

PLANNING METHOD 

The primary method used to develop the Nahma Township Recreation Plan is equity 

planning. This process involves developing a survey to assess and prioritize parks 

based on public input, local funding resources, and community priorities.  

System planning is a broader approach that aims to create a cohesive and 

interconnected recreation system. It focuses on identifying spatial gaps in service and 
access. The National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) can provide guidance 

to communities in further analyzing parks and recreation facilities. NRPA offers 

insights and analytics related to parks and recreation development, including park 

metrics, budget guidance, and spatial analysis. 

PARK ACCESSIBILITY ASSESSMENT 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires all public facilities to be 

accessible to persons with disabilities. The Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources (MDNR) uses the following accessibility grading system for parks and 

recreation facilities: 

1. None of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines 

2. Some facilities meet accessibility guidelines 

3. Most facilities meet accessibility guidelines 

4. The entire park meets accessibility guidelines 

5. The entire park was developed using the principles of universal design  

Each recreation facility in this inventory includes an accessibility rating based on 

this scale. These ratings were determined through on-site evaluations and reflect 

current conditions at the time of assessment. 
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TOWNSHIP-OWNED RECREATION FACILITIES 

NAHMA TOWNSHIP HALL AND COMMUNITY CENTER 

Facility Description  Accessibility Assessment 

Location: Nahma Township Hall 
grounds 

Type: Community Park 

Size: 1.5 acres 

Features: 

• Pavilion and picnic tables 

• Basketball court 

• Open play area 

• Playground equipment 

• Flowing well 

• Parking area 

• Kitchen facilities (in the Hall) 

Current Status: Active community park 
serving as the primary recreational facility 
for the township. Features paved 
basketball court and a picnic pavilion. 
Used for the annual Labor Day celebration 
and various community events throughout 
the year. 

 ADA Rating: 2 out of 5 

Accessibility Notes:  

• Some facilities meet accessibility 
guidelines 

• Some playground equipment may 
not be fully accessible 

• Gravel pathways in some areas may 
present mobility challenges 

  

 

  



 

27 

NAHMA TOWNSHIP TRAILHEAD 

Facility Description  Accessibility Assessment 

Location: Wells 21.2 Street 

Type: Special Use Facility 

Size: 1.2 acres 

Features: 

• Parking Area 

• Vault Toilet 

Current Status: Active special use park 
serving as the trailhead and parking area 
to access local and regional trails.  

 

 ADA Rating: 2 out of 5 

Accessibility Notes:  

• Some facilities meet accessibility 
guidelines 

  

 

OTHER RECREATION RESOURCES IN THE 

TOWNSHIP 

PRIVATELY-OWNED FACILITIES  

Nahma Golf Club 

• Location: 8588 LL Road, Nahma 

• Features: 9-hole golf course, handicapped accessible full-service clubhouse 

• Status: Open to the public, privately owned 

• Significance: Continues operation from the original Bay de Nocquet 
Company golf course 

Nahma Lakeside Landing & Lodging 

• Location: 13723 Main Street, Nahma 

• Features:  

o Fishing (Perch, Walleye, Bass, Pike) 

o Boating access to Lake Michigan 

o Paddle boats, canoes, kayaks 

o Biking trails 
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o Playground 

o Fire rings 

o Swimming beach (sandy bottom) 

o Picnic tables 

o Volleyball court 

o Handicap facilities 

o Showers and washer/dryer 

o Cabins and campground 

• Status: Private facility, beach access available for $5/day 

• Significance: Provides significant recreational amenities for visitors and 

some community access 

Nahma Inn Boat Landing 

• Location: 13747 Main Street, Nahma 

• Features: Boat landing, picnic area (on private property but open to public), 
temporary docking 

• Status: Private facility with public access 

STATE-OWNED FACILITIES 

Nahma Public Access (MDNRE Boat Launch) 

• Location: Behind Nahma Lakeside Landing Campground & Lodging 

• Features:  

o 50 parking spots 

o Walking trail 

o Lighting 

o Fishing platforms 

o Restrooms 

o 2 removable docks 

o Bulletin board 

• Status: State-owned public boat launch facility 

• Significance: Primary public access point to Big Bay de Noc 

FEDERAL FACILITIES (HIAWATHA NATIONAL FOREST) 

Within Nahma Township boundaries: 

• Land Area: Over 75,000 acres (68% of township land) 

• Water Resources: 30 named lakes (2,177 acres), 35 unnamed lakes (114.4 

acres), 152 miles of streams 
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• Recreation Features:  

o Sturgeon River (Wild and Scenic designation) 

o Pole Creek Lake Public Access Site 

o Dana Lake Public Access 

o Round Lake Boat Launch 
o Big Bay de Noc Snowmobile Trail (Trail #2 - 10.7 miles) 

o Nahma Grade Snowmobile Trail (Trail #411 - 20.4 miles) 

o Moss Lake Single Track Off-Road Motorcycle Trail (26.5 miles) 

o Nahma Marsh Hiking Trail and Viewing Platform (0.3 miles, fully 

accessible) 

o Flowing Well Campground (fully accessible) 

o Waco Lake Dispersed Campsite 

o Ramsey Lake Dispersed Campsite 

o 230.3 miles of forest roads for driving pleasure 

TRAIL NETWORKS & NON-MOTORIZED 

TRANSPORTATION 

REGIONAL TRAIL NETWORKS 

US Bicycle Route 10 (USBR 10): A 193-mile route connecting St. Ignace and 

Iron Mountain in Michigan's Upper Peninsula, utilizing the wide paved shoulders 

along US-2 through Nahma Township. 

Iron Belle Trail: Using existing trails, networks, and new connections, the Iron Belle 

Trail extends more than 2,000 miles from the far western tip of the Upper Peninsula 

to Belle Isle in Detroit, with both bicycling and hiking routes. Both routes officially 

follow US-2/US-41 through the township. 

LOCAL TRAIL OPPORTUNITIES 

Historic Railroad Grades: Over 75 miles of abandoned Bay de Nocquet Company 

railroad lines throughout Nahma Township provide excellent areas for walking, 

hiking, and exploration. 

Nahma Marsh Trail: 0.3-mile accessible trail with a viewing platform for wildlife 

observation and environmental education. 
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Section 6 
SCOPING & FEEDBACK 

 

COMMUNITY INPUT 

The Nahma Township Board held regular meetings throughout the development of 
the Recreation Plan. Early input was heard by the Board at its regular meetings and 
was incorporated into the plan development and creation process. The Board 
developed and reviewed responses that are described below, incorporating the results 
into the development. The Township Board solicited additional public input during 
the 30-day review period and public hearing.  

SURVEY FINDINGS  

A community survey was administered at the beginning of the process to gather input 
from residents and stakeholders on recreation priorities and preferences. The survey 
was conducted from June of 2025 through June of 2026 online via SurveyMonkey and 
was advertised on the Nahma Township website and social media. Flyers and printed 
copies of the survey were distributed at locations throughout the Township. The 
survey generated community engagement with 37 completed surveys received and 
processed. The overwhelming majority of respondents (26) were Nahma Township 
residents. Results indicated that over half of respondents (56.76%) reported living 
with some form of disability, while a smaller share of households (18. 92) included 
children under the age of 18.  

COMMUNITY VALUES 

The survey included extensive qualitative feedback highlighting what users value 

most about recreation in Nahma Township, as summarized below. 

Natural Resources 

Survey respondents consistently highlighted their appreciation for Nahma 

Township’s natural resources. Many value the area’s abundant waterfront features, 

scenic landscape, and rich opportunities for wildlife and bird viewing. These natural 

assets contribute to a strong sense of peace and tranquility, making Nahma Township 
a cherished place for relaxation and connection with nature.  

Recreational Proximity  

Survey respondents also valued immediate proximity to recreational opportunities, 

including access to trail systems, water features, and local parks. Being near these 
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amenities was viewed as an important quality-of-life factor, making it easier for 

residents to enjoy outdoor activities and stay connected to nature.  

Local Recreational Amenities 

Survey respondents indicated that they value and enjoy the area’s amenities, 
including the Nahma Golf Course, the Township’s rich historical character, and 

various private recreational offerings. Together, these amenities contribute to the 

overall community appeal and quality of life for residents and visitors alike.  

KEY PRIORITIES IDENTIFIED 

The survey results revealed clear priorities for recreation development in Nahma 

Township.  

Enhanced Water Access: 

Many respondents expressed a strong desire for improved access to lakes, rivers, and 

streams for recreation activities such as fishing, paddling, water sports, and 

swimming. Suggestions included expanded, better-maintained water access areas, 

upgraded boating infrastructure, and ensuring waterfront areas are accessible to 

community members. Enhancing water access is a key opportunity to further support 

recreation, tourism, and community well-being in Nahma Township. 

Expanded Trail Systems 

Respondents have expressed strong support for expanding and improving trail 

networks throughout Nahma Township. Suggestions include developing new walking, 

biking, and multi-use trails, connecting existing routes, and ensuring that trails are 
safe and maintained for all users. Expanded trail systems are viewed as an important 

way to promote outdoor recreation, encourage healthy lifestyles, and connect 

residents to local services, all within the area's beautiful, scenic environment.  

New & Upgraded Recreation Facilities 

Respondents have expressed a clear need for new and upgraded recreational facilities 

to better serve both residents and visitors. Key priorities include modernizing and 

expanding playground equipment to ensure safety and accessibility, increasing the 

picnic and shelter areas, and expanding amenities such as pickleball and other sports 

courts. In addition, there is a strong interest in enhancing camping facilities to 

support outdoor tourism. Together, these improvements would broaden recreational 

opportunities. 

Programming & Events 

Respondents have expressed a desire for more diverse events and recreational 

programming, such as sports leagues, fitness classes, family-friendly gatherings, and 
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cultural activities. Expanding the range of programs and events can help foster 

community engagement, provide opportunities for social connections, and encourage 

active participation among residents of all ages. Enhanced programming is seen as a 

way to make the most of local facilities and strengthen the sense of community in 

Nahma Township. 

Conclusion 

These survey results have directly informed the goals, objectives, and priorities 

outlined in this recreation plan, ensuring that community input drives the Township ’s 

recreation efforts. 

30-DAY PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

Nahma Township Board completed the preliminary draft of the Nahma Township 

2027-2032 Recreation Plan at its (Insert Date) meeting and established a 30-day 

comment period from (Insert Date) to receive feedback on the draft plan.  

PUBLIC HEARING 

The Nahma Township Board adopted the Nahma Township 2027-2032 Recreation 

Plan at its regular meeting on (Insert Date) by resolution 
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Section 7 
GOALS & OBJECTIVES 

 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

GOAL 1: ENHANCE WATER-BASED RECREATION 

ACCESS AND INFRASTRUCTURE. 

Primary Objective: Develop water recreation facilities that serve the 

community’s highest priority recreation activities and address 

infrastructure gaps in the township's greatest natural asset.   

Evidence-Based Rationale 

• 67% of survey respondents prioritized expanded access to lakes/rivers – the 

greatest supported improvement. 

• Top recreation activities are water-based: Kayaking/canoeing (62%), fishing 

(60%), swimming (49%). 

• MDNRE Boat Launch has strong regular usage. 

• Approximately 68% of land in Nahma Township is federally owned. 

Objectives: 

1.1 Work with Federal and State agencies to acquire adequate waterfront land. 

1.2 Develop workable agreements with Federal and State agencies to continue to 

improve current water-based recreational facilities for Township residents.  

1.3 Work with Federal and State agencies to make rivers navigable for non-

motorized water-based recreation.  

1.4 Pursue locations to develop non-motorized watercraft launches. 

1.5 Pursue locations to develop access to Big Bay De Noc for a variety of water-

based activities.   
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GOAL 2: EXPAND AND CONNECT TRAIL SYSTEMS FOR 

MULTI-SEASONAL RECREATION 

Primary Objective: Create comprehensive trail networks that serve 

both motorized and non-motorized recreation while connecting the 

township’s abundant forest resources to community areas.   

Evidence-Based Rationale 

• 39% of respondents want additional walking/biking trails – second highest 

improvement priority 

• Trail activities are popular in Nahma Township walking/hiking (49%), 

snowmobiling/ORV (49%), biking (32%). 

• Connectivity gaps identified: “ORV trails to connect to the northern roads and 
trails north of US-2 and connected non-motorized hiking trails”. 

• Approximately 68% of land in Nahma Township is federally owned.  

Objectives: 

1.1 Develop and maintain trails and trailheads that can be utilized by a variety of 

users. 

1.2 Develop trails that will provide access to local community services, recreational 

sites, desirable destinations, and businesses.  

1.3 Work closely with federal, state, and local agencies and organizations to 

develop trails that will provide access to other local communities and link to 

other major trails throughout the county.  

1.4 Develop methods of trail marking that would assist users in wayfinding and 

encourage riders to remain on proper trails. 
1.5 Develop non-motorized trail connections and loops with parking areas, roads, 

or adjacent to motorized trails or points of interest. 

GOAL 3: STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

THROUGH ENHANCED PROGRAMMING AND 

COMMUNICATION. 

Primary Objective: Build on the township's strong community 

participation while addressing programming gaps and improving 

communication with residents and visitors. 
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Evidence-Based Rationale: 

• Events are the number one recreation activity respondents participated in , 

with 70% participation. 

• 31% want more recreational programming opportunities. 

• 39% are willing to volunteer, providing implementation capacity. 

• Respondents indicated they would like to receive recreational updates in the 

following way: social media (71%), local newspaper (37%), email newsletters 

(37%) 

Objectives: 

1.1 Support recreational volunteer groups and organizations looking to further 

enhance recreational opportunities, programming, and maintenance.  
1.2 Develop mechanisms that support community engagement, recreational 

programming, opportunities, and updates. These may include social media 

postings, Township website postings, newsletters, board postings, or sign-up 

boards.  

1.3 Work with appropriate organizations, agencies, and volunteers to host fishing 

tournaments. 

GOAL 4: INTEGRATE ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 

WITH RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 

Primary Objective: Balance recreation expansion with 

environmental protection while offering educational opportunities 

that enhance the recreation experience.  

Evidence-Based Rationale: 

• 64% support environmental focus: conservation projects (33%), interpretive 

signage (31%) 

• Natural resources are a core value of community responses: “Natural beauty,” 

“wildlife,” “the forests,” “peace and tranquility” all repeatedly mentioned in 

the survey results 

• 49% of survey respondents participate in birdwatching and wildlife viewing.  

Objectives: 

1.1 Create opportunities to partner with environmental stewardship groups and 

other stakeholders to incorporate interpretive signage, education programs, 

and community educational events that promote awareness and understanding 

of natural habitats.  
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1.2 Support efforts to control invasive species and incorporate the restoration of 

native species into landscaping and site development.  

GOAL 5: PROMOTE NAHMA TOWNSHIP AS A 

DESTINATION. 

Primary Objective: Promote the rich cultural heritage and 

recreational opportunities Nahma Township has to offer.   

Objectives: 

1.1 Develop brochures, maps, and other marketing tools for trail locations within 

Nahma Township. 

1.2 Work with the Historical Society to develop an interpretive history walk that 
encompasses historical assets of Nahma Township and may include 

environmental assets.  
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Section 8 
ACTION PLAN 

 

Looking at the survey feedback, values, and goals, a plan of action was developed for 
the Township's future in recreational facility development and programming. By no 
means is the chart below a comprehensive list of recreation projects, as interests, 
demographics, and the environment are constantly evolving. The Township will 
continue to revisit its recreation plan within future years and amend these priorities 
as needed. 

PRIORITY PROJECTS 

Project Description Elements 

Sturgeon River 
Kayak Launch 

Work with the Federal Forest 
Service to acquire land and 
develop a kayak/canoe 
launch. 

• Purchase or enter a lease 
agreement with the 
Federal Forest Service 

• Dedicate and improve 
parking area. 

• Install Kayak/Canoe 
Launch. 

Big Bay de Noc 
Access 

Work to acquire land on Big 
Bay de Noc. 

• Purchase or enter a lease 
agreement to acquire 
land. 

• Dedicate and improve 
parking and picnic area.  

Develop Walking 
Trails near 
Indian Point 

Develop non-motorized 
trails near Indian Point 

• Work with State of 
Michigan to develop non-
motorized trails. 

Land Acquisition Work with interested private 
landholders, the Federal 
Forest, and the State of 
Michigan in the acquisition 
of land for recreation 
purposes.   

• Develop RFP and 
acceptable lease 
agreements for 
acquisition of land to 
meet MDNR recreational 
requirements.  
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Nahma Historical 
Walk 

Develop a Historical Walk 
with interpretive signage 
and native landscaping or 
pollinator gardens.  

• Move current Nahma 
Township Artifacts to new 
building. 

• Develop a historical walk 
with interpretive signage 
and native landscaping or 
pollinator gardens.  

Develop Non-
Motorized Trails 

Develop non-motorized 
trails in connection with 
current trails, roads, etc.  

• Work with the Federal 
Forest Service and State 
of Michigan to continue 
to develop non-motorized 
trails. 

Fish Cleaning 
Station 

Work with the DNR to 
develop a Fish Cleaning 
station at the current 
Launch Site 

• Develop potential 
agreements for funding 
and maintenance.  

Signage 
Improvements 

Work to improve signage 
throughout the Township.  

• Work with the Federal 
Forest and State of 
Michigan to continue to 
improve signage 
throughout the 
Township. 

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

Short-Term (1-2 yrs) Mid-Term (3-4 yrs) Long-Term (5+ yrs) 

• Acquire Land for 

Recreation 

• Signage Improvements 

•  

• Develop Kayak Launch 

and Parking on the 

Sturgeon River. 

• Develop Nahma 

Township Historical 

Walk 

• Develop additional 

non-motorized trails. 

 

• Continue to work with 

the Federal Forest 

Service to ensure 

Sturgeon River is 

navigable by non-

motorized watercraft.  

PROJECT FUNDING SOURCES 

Potential Grant Sources: Description 

Community Foundation for Delta 
County 

 

• Supports community and 
sustainable forest and wildlife 
projects that benefit Delta County 
residents. 
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Hannahville Indian Community 
2% Grant Program 

• Provides funding for projects in 
Delta and Menominee County 
supporting community development 
and enhancing the quality of life of 
residents. 

MDOT Transportation 
Alternatives Program (TAP) 

• Promotes active transportation 
projects 

MDNR Natural Resource Trust 
Fund 

• Provides grant funding for natural 
resource protection and outdoor 
recreation facilities. 

MDNR Land and Water 
Conservation Fund 

• Provides matching funding for 
acquisitions and development of 
public outdoor recreation sites and 
facilities. 

MDNR Recreation Passport 
Grants 

• Provides funding for creation or 
renovation and development of 
public outdoor recreation sites and 
facilities.  

MDARD Rural Development Fund • Provides funding for projects that 
promote sustainability of land-based 
industries and support 
infrastructure that benefit rural 
communities.  

Michigan Health Endowment 
Fund 

• Provides funding for projects that 
create impacts to community health 
and wellness.  

EGLE Coastal Management 
Program 

• Provides matching funding for 
projects focused on coastal habitat 
conservation, preservation and 
restoration.  

MEDC Public Spaces Community 
Spaces 

• Creates partnerships with local 
businesses to fund recreation 
projects.  

Corporate Sponsorship • Creates partnerships with local 
businesses to fund recreation 
projects. 

Private Foundations  • Organizations that offer grants for 
community development and 
healthy environments. 

Non-profit organizations • Groups with interest in outdoor 
recreation that provide funding or 
fundraising support. 
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BASIS FOR ACTION 

The Action Plan outlined in this document is grounded in community input, 
demographic analysis, environmental stewardship, and a careful assessment of 
existing recreational resources and opportunities. 

Nahma Township consists of approximately 68% federally owned land managed by 
the United States Forest Service. As the Township seeks to expand recreational 
opportunities, maintaining strong partnerships with the Forest Service and the State 
of Michigan will be essential. Given the limited amount of land under local ownership, 
collaboration with public land management agencies is critical to support future 
recreation development and improve opportunities for residents and visitors alike.  

Community survey results demonstrate strong support for expanded recreational 
opportunities throughout the Township. Improved access to lakes, rivers, and streams 
was identified as the highest priority, with 66.67% of respondents ranking it as a top 
need. Expanded non-motorized trails and pathways ranked second, receiving support 
from 38.89% of respondents. Overall, the survey reflects a clear desire for enhanced 
water access, expanded trail connectivity, and multi-generational recreation 
opportunities while preserving the natural character that makes Nahma Township 
unique. 

Demographic trends further support these priorities. Nahma Township maintains a 
stable population of approximately 468 residents, including 226 residents age 65 and 
older. Additionally, nearly 18% of residents live with a disability. These demographic  
characteristics underscore the importance of incorporating accessibility design 
guidelines into both existing and future recreation facilities to ensure equitable 
accessibility access for all users.  

Environmental stewardship remains a central component of this plan. The 
Township’s diverse, landscape, which includes forests, wetlands, rivers, and shoreline 
habitats, offers significant opportunities for nature-based recreation and 
environmental education. Proposed initiatives such as native plant landscaping, 
pollinator gardens, and carefully planned trail development reflect the community's 
commitment to balancing recreational use with resource protection. Nahma 
Township is also home to several threatened and endangered species, including Gray 
Wolf, Canadian Lynx, Piping Plover, Dwarf Lake Iris, and Monarch Butterfly, among 
others. Future recreation developments will be designed and implemented with 
consideration for the protection and long-term sustainability of these sensitive 
habitats.  

Nahma Township’s strategic location presents opportunities to strengthen regional 
recreation connectivity. With access to nearby trail systems and a tourism economy 
in Delta County that generates approximately 119.6 million in visitor spending in 
2023, there is considerable potential to expand both motorized and non-motorized 
recreation connections. Opportunities may include connections to regional networks 
such as the Iron Belle Trail and other key destinations within the Township. These 
connections can enhance the quality of life for residents, attract visitors, and 
strengthen the Township’s role within the regional recreation landscape while 
remaining sensitive to environmental constraints.  

Implementation of projects identified in this plan will be guided by available land and 
financial resources, partnership opportunities, and long-term maintenance 



 

41 

considerations. Project prioritization will consider factors such as grant funding 
availability, demonstrated community support, environmental impacts, habitat 
protection requirements, maintenance capacity, and overall community benefit. To 
ensure the plan remains relevant and responsive to changing conditions, Nahma 
Township will periodically review and update priorities as new opportunities emerge 
and community needs evolve. This adaptive approach will help maximize available 
resources while maintaining a focus on the Township’s recreation goals and 
commitment to environmental stewardship.  

  




